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on THE. 

Communal of ſmall Detachments. 
S none of our Military Authors deſcend-- 
minutely enough into the method of com- 
manding ſmall Detachments, and of Fortifyigg 
the ground they are ordered to take Poſt upon, 
] thought a few hints upon this ſubject, might, 
be acceptable to many young Officers, who r - 

not yet made a Campaign, and particularly, to - 


thoſe, who have not had a mathematical and 


Military Education. If the Practice of a Regi- 
ment in time of Peace, reſembled what it muſt 
perform in War, there wou'd be no occaſion 
tor this Treatiſe; but an Officer who has only 
ſeen the common Exerciſe, the formalities of 
parading the Piquet, the Marching off the 
Quarter Guard, and receiving regularly the 
Rounds, will find himſelf at a loſs, when theſe 
give way to more material Service, that is to 
iay, when he is ordered to commmand an ad- 
vance or rear Guard, to cover a foraging Party, 
to take poſt near the Enemy, to defend a 
Chateau, a Village, a Bridge, &c. or fortify his 
Detachment in whatever ſituation he finds him- 
lelf; then will he have an opportunity of ſhewing 
his genius for the profeſſion, and of deſerving 
Preferment on account of his Services, which 
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l 
to a real Soldier, is certainly the moſt agreeable 
way of obtaining it. Let us return to our 
little Eſſay, and ſuppoſe an Officer with an 
hundred Men ordered on command, and that he 
obſerves the following directions, till he has re- 
entered the Camp, diſmiſſed the Detachment, 
and made his Report. 

Upon coming to the general Parade, he will 
enquire for the Adjutant of the Day, if the 
Major of Brigade is not preſent, with whom he 
muſt be very explicite, as to the ſituation of the 
Place he is to march to, and if he is to retreat 
upon the Enemies approach with a ſuperior force, 
or if he is to maintain his Poſt; in caſe the laſt 
is order'd, he muſt try if poſſible to get ſome 
entrenching tools, and an order to the Com- 
manding Officer of Huſſars, to ſend him from 
the neighbouring Villages, thirty or forty Pea» 
ſants, with Spades and Hatchets. 

Before he marches off the Parade, he muſt 
examine with the greateſt Care, the Flints, the 
Ammunition, and the Proviſions; and if theſe 
are not compleat, muſt abſolutely refuſe to 
march off, till the Major of Brigade, or Adju- 
tant of the day has ſeen it done. 

He will then examine the Guide, as to the 


route, and ſituation of the Country, and if he 
finds 
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finds him any way confuſed, muſt deſire the 


M:;or of Brigade to give him another, which 
may be eaſily done, if he has been careful 
enough to have half a dozen Peaſants at his 
orderly Tent, who are relieved every twenty- 
four Hours, 

Upon marching off the Parade, it is proper to 
give the Guide in ſtrift charge, to a good and 
careful Soldier, as his eſcape may be of very bad 
conſequence. During the march, a Corporal 
with ſix men makes the advance Guard; Where 
Ground admits of it, the detachment marches 
by Platoons, and I wou'd rather it was twe 
deep than three, becauſe the front ranks Fire 
becomes very uncertain, from its apprehenſion 
of being fired upon by the rear Rank, whoſe 
fire is generally thrown away in the Air, ſo that 
the Center Rank gives the only efficacious Fire 
whereas if there are only two ranks, the Fire of 
both will be equally good. 

When the road leads through a Country where 
there are riſing Grounds, flanking Parties muſt 
be ſent out, under the command of two careful 
Serjeants, who take their routes by theſe riſings, 
and thereby ſee if the Enemy wants to take 
Poſſeſſion of them, which would be of the moſt 


dangerous Conſequence, ſhould it happen, d 
ore 
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fore the Detachment has gained a proper Situa- 

tion for its Defence; in mar ching thru? Wands” 
and incloſed Countries, Banking parties are 
likewiſe ſent out, but then they may be com- 
manded by Corporals, or lance Corporals; theſe 
Parties march in a ſtring, one Man at 12 
Feet from another, keeping always in ſight of 
the Detachment. Upon approaching a Village 
it mult halt, and the advance Guard march 
forward, to ſee if any Troops are concealed in 
the Village; if there are none, the Detachment 
marches on, the commanding Officer taking 


care that no Soldier enter the Houſes upon any 
Pretext. 


I ſhall now add a few Words upon the Place 
I would occupy mylelf, if commanding ſuch a 
Detachment. In marching thro' woods, I 
ſhould be at the Head of the Detachment ; 
but in open Countries, where there is the great- 
eſt Danger of the Detachment's being cut off, 
eſpecially if the commanding Officer is not well 
acquainted with the route, I would get on 
Horſeback a good way into the Front of my little 
advance Guard, and make Suppoſitions with 
myſe!f, that the Enemy's Cavalry, or Infan- 
try would appear in various Parts of the 


Country, and thereupon examine what would 
be 
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be the moſt proper Poſt to ſeize in theſe diffe- 
rent Caſes ; my being betwixt my Detachment 
and the Enemy, would give me an Opportuni- 
ty of judging, whether I could gain ſuch or 
ſuch Poſts before they could gain them, or 
come up with me ; for example, I find myſelf 
11 a plain, a quarter of a Mile in front of my De- 
tachment, and obferve ſome Squadrons of Ca- 
valry a h Mile in my Front, advancing towards 
me, I ſee a Wood on my left half a Mile from 
my Detachment, and a Mile from the Enemy's 
Cavalry; I then plainly perceive, that before I 
can take Poſſeſſion of this Wood, the Enemy 
muſt get up with me, or, which 1s equal, inter- 
cept me; therefore I muſt take another Poft- 
tion, In coming on we paſted a Village, fitu- 
ated in the Front of a Wood, half a Mile in 
the Rear of my Detachment at preſent, I gallop 
back, march to the Wood, and am under no 
Apprehenſions of being attacked by Cavalry; 
ſend a Report to Camp of my Situation, and 
the Moment it is dark, march down to ſur— 
prize or attack the Cavalry, if they have taken 
np their Quarters in the Village, but if the 
Enemy had been ſuperior to my Infantry, I 
would have continued marching through the 
Wood, 
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Wood, and as I had greatly the Advance of 


them, I ſhould be in no Danger, eſpecially if I 
march filently and expeditiouſly, in the follow- 
ing manner, for Example, I find myſelf at the 
entrance of a wood, which is overgrown with 
underwood and bruſh, ſo that in feveral parts, 
a ſingle man finds it difficult to paſs ; my De- 


tachment all along has been retreating by its 
Rear in Line, that its front Rank may always 
be neareſt the Enemy, to whom it preſents itſelf 
on turning to the Right about. I find I have 
twenty eight File remaining of my Detachment, 
after having ſent out flanking Parties, advance 
and rear Guards; therefore I compoſe four 
Platoons of ſeven File eack, and upon entering 
the wood I make the right (or left) File of every 
Platoon march forward in a ſtring, the 2d. 3d. 
4th. 5th. 6th. and 5th. following in the ſame 


Order, ſo that the main Body of the Detachment, 


will be in four Columns, or will compoſe four 
Ranks, marching through the Wood; each 
String within 14 Feet of another. The flank- 
ing Parties marching likewiſe in two Columns, 
but at a greater Diſtance, and one Man at about 
two or three Yards from another. The whole 
Detachment will now compoſe ſix columns, the ad- 

Vance 
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vance and rear Guards marching in open Line; 
all this is executed in half the Time one would 
imagine, from the Number of words I have 
made uſe of in explaining it. See No. 1. As to 
forming the Line upon the Enemy's Approach, 
it is done in a few Seconds. 


The whole turn to the Right 


about, No. 2. 
iſt. Method. Files march obliquely to the 


left and drels. 


Front halts, No. 1. 


Files march obliquely to the 
8. Meh. Left and dreſs 


Turn to the Right about. 
Upon getting thro' the Wood, I look out for 
| {ome Chateau, Church, or well ſituated Village, 
which 1s to be defended as long as the Ammu- 
nitian laſts; a Chateau, or Church, may be de- 


tended much longer, but it ſeldom happens 


that Villages are capable of much Defence. 


Let us now ſuppoſe that the March 1s ac- 
compliſhed, and that the Detachment is arrived at 
the Spot mentioned in the Orders, which is one 
of the following kinds of Poſitions. 


C 1 CASE 


6 
a. . 


A Detachment of 100 Men is ordered to take poſt 
in a Plain. 


Upon arriving at the Spot, mentioned in the 
Orders, the Officer will chuſe the moſt proper 
ſituation for his Poſt, and place his Centries fo, 
that they may communicate with thoſe of the 
Officers, on his Right and Left, to whom, du- 
ring the Night, he will ſend Patroles, that a mu- 
tual Intelligence may be kept up as to the Situ- 
ation and Changes in the Eneniy's Outpoſts and 
Camp. He will then trace a Work upon the 
Ground, and employ Peaſants, and part of 


his Detachment, to compleat the Redout, with 
the greateſt diligence. 


EXAMPLE. 


He will meaſure off on the Ground, in as 
ſtrait a line as poſſible, 30 Feet, placing a Bough 
or Twig at every two or three Feet diſtance, 
ſuch as from à to 6 fig. 1ſt. When that is done, 
and all the Boughs are in a ſtrait Line, he 
will cauſe a Trench 2 or 3 Inches broad, to be 
cut from one Bough to another, which will mark 

the 


„ 
the Line @, b. He will then take up the Boughs 
and mark off 50 Feet as upright as poſſible to 
a, J. and then cut a Trench from à to d, and ſo 
on from d to c. Upon meaſuring from c to þ he 
may find it either under or over 30 Feet; but 
this Inaccuracy muſt not diſcourage him, for 
his Redout will ſtill be good tho' not laid down 
mathematically juſt; beſides, an Officer who in 
time of peace, accuſtoms himſelf to mark on the 
Ground the following kind of Figures, will in a 
ſhort time be perfectly capable of conſtructing 
them by the Eye only. Ten Feet muſt be 
meaiured off from 2 to e, and the Line i, Hh. drawn 
at that Diſtance, as well as i, H, g, F. which mark 
the outſide of the Earthen Wall or Parapet, 
which being made with aSlope inwardly and out- 
wardly, will only be about 7 or 8 Feet broad at 
top; this Parapet could be made from the Sods 
cut in the Country about it, but as it willſtrengthen 
it greatly to have a Ditch before it, another 
parallel Line muſt be cut, at 16 Feet diſtance 
from the outward one, ſuch as k, I, m, x. The 
Space where the Sod and Earth is taken out to 
make the Wall, is in Fig, iſt, marked with 
little Points, which ſhew it to be the Ditch. 
1here muſt be a Space of three Feet left for a 

C 2 Door, 
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Door, oppoſite to which there may be thrown | 
upa little Wall, to prevent the Enemy from firing 
into it; and ien the whole is finiſhed, it will 
appear as the perſpective View of the Redout in 
the Plates. 

If no Wood can be had, the Wall of the 
Redout muſt be faced inſide and out, with 
Sod. and a pretty conſiderable Slope muſt 
be given it, leſt the Weight of Earth burſt 
it in feveral Places: But if there are Branches 
of Trees or Willows to be got, Facines muit be 
made, a Row of which mult be laid in the little 
Trenches a, 5, c, d, e, f, g, b, i. and Stakes about 
three Feet long, with ſharp Points, drove through 
them into the Earth at every three Feet Diſtance. 
Earth mult then be taken up, and thrown in 
betwixt the two Rows of Facines, till level with 
them, and then a new Row of Facines muſt be 
laid upon the t--rmer, thro' both of which, Stakes 
are drove as betore, to bind them together, 


more Earth thrown in; and thus the Work is 
contiuued till the Parapet is 6 Feet high. 


To make Facines. 


Lay upon the Ground four Branches of 
Willows, or if they can't be got, four Ropes of 


Straw, 
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Straw, at about two Feet diſtant from each other, 
that they may lerve as Bindings; take Branches 
of Trees or Willows, and lay them on theſe Bind- 
ings, fo that they may reach a Foot beyond the 
bank ones: vhen theſe Branches are about a Foot 
high and: Foot broad, begin with the naddie 
Willow or ſtraw Ropes. and bind theſe Branches 
as fait together as poſſible : this muſt likewiſe be 
done with thoſe at the Ends, fo that you'll have 
a good round Facine a Foot thick, and betwixt 
$ 2nd 10 Feet long. In cutting the Branches, 
ſeveral will be found too thick for Facines, and 
are therefore to he made 1nto Stakes called 
Picquets, one End of which 1s ſharpened. 

As the Earth Wall, called Parapet, is too high 
to fire over, there muſt be made with Sod, two 
Rows of Steps called Banquets, one Foot high 
and two broad; on the outſide of the Ditch there 
mult be laid Trees, with the Branches outwards 
(called Jbbatis) as o, p fig. iſt. or where theſe 
can't be had, Stakes muſt be got 4 Feet long, 
and when the Parapet is about 3 Feet high, they 
muſt be laid upon it, one half of them ſticking 
out, ſo that their Points may be preſented to 
the Breaſts of the Enemy; and as the Parapet is 
itill raiſed three Feet higher, they will be kept 
o faſt in that Situation, that it will be impoſſible 
for 
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for the Enemy to pull them out; this is called 
fraiſed Work, and is the only tolerable Method 
of ſupplying the Place of an Abbatis. | 

As there is now given the Method of making 
a imple Redout, with Parapet, Banquet, Ditch, 
Abbatis, and Fraiſe; I fhall for the future only 
give the inward Line. 

When the Work is finiſhed, he Mens Canteens 
and Kettles filled with Water, and Fewel enough 
in the Redout, the Officer will diſmiſs the 
Peaſants, treating them with Affability and good 
Nature, and thanking them for their Services, 
though performed againſt their Wills; ſuch a 
Behaviour has ſometimes engaged them to bring 
Inteiligence, when Money wou'd not: I have 
more than once experienced the Advantage of 
gaining their Friendſhip, inſignificant as they 
May appear to be. 

It is now neceſſary to ſay ſo:nething upon the 
Defence of Works, a Subject I wou'd gladly 
avoid, as unluckily I differ in Opinion with many 
Officers, who ſuppoſe that Works are to be 
detended with Fire, and that as the Defendants 
are covered, and the Attackers are not, the 
former ſhou'd make ule of as much Fire as poſ- 
ſible, when the latter come within a proper Diſ- 

| tance 
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tance of them: But I lay it down for a Maxim, 
q hat Troops behave well till they come to what they 
believe the Point of Deciſion. It after that, Things 
ſhould be carried beyond their Imagination, 
they will deſpond. By tae Preparations for load- 
ing, and by the Care of the Officers that the 
Defendants ſhould level well, they firmly be— 
lie ve that their Fire is to diſperſe the Enemy. 
It is here, that in their own Minds they fix the 
Point of Deciſion, and for ſome few Rounds their 
Courage does not flag, but upon ſreing the 
Enemy ſtill advance, and their grand Defence 
cf no Conſequence, they fink, they throw down 
their Arms the Moment a Man moun.s the 
Parapet ! whereas, if they are told that they are 
not to fire, that they are to keep under cover 
(except Officers and Centries) till the Enemy 
arrives at the Abbatis, or it there is none, till the 
Enemy arrives at, and endeavours to crolz the 
Ditch, where they are to receive them with Bayo- 
nets; they will then look upon this as the Pc; of 
Deciſion, andwill have prepared their Minds for it; 
if a Behaviour ſo unſuſpected ſhould nos itrike 
Terror into the Enemy, perhaps ſome tew of the 
Braveſt may endeavour to crols the Ditch, but 
nine tenths will ſtop there, and it's then that the 
Ammunition of the Defendants is to be uc, 
and 


1 
and not before: Imaginary Hopes and Fears art | 
ſtronger than the Reality, therefore the Troops 
who give fire, having molt to fear, will be beat 
by thoſe who keep it up. There is no Profel- 
ſion where the Study of Human-nature is more 
neceſſary than in ours. To illultrate what I mean 
in a Military Senſe, II] ſuppole I have 250 Men 
given me to attack the Redout, fig. 1ſt. defended 
by 100 Men; I ſend 50 Men to approach each 
Face, with Orders not to go too near, but to 
keep upon 1t an inceſſant Fire, and endeavour to 
obtain a return from the Enemy; if they do fo, 
I'm ſure of gaining the Redout, for the Moment 
the 200 march, the remaining 50 {trip them- 
ſelves of Accoutrements, Ammunition, and of 
their Coats, their Firciocks unloaded, and 
Bayonets fixed. What I wou'd now draw from 
the Knowledge of Mankind is, that the 30 
Men ſeeing their Comrades engaged in front, 
will have the greateſt Deſire to attack, and being 
deprived of Ammunition, Coats, &c. they will 
look upon getting over the Parapet, as the 
Point of Deciſion; on the contrary, the Enemy 
thinking they have only to defend themſelves, 
againſt the firſt Attackers, they will throw 


down their Arms the Moment a Man mounts 
| the 
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the Parapet z in this Caſe the 50 will attack one 


of the Corners. 


Peter the Great was ignorant in Military Affairs 
when he fortified Narva, but knew it well wen 
he fortified Pultowa, 


The proſecuting of this Subject would lead me 
beyond the Intention of this Book, which is 
only for the uſe of young Officers, I ſhall there- 
fore return to my Subject, and ſuppoſe that every 
thing being compleated, the Officer has remain- 
ed at his Poſt, till he ſees a Relief coming. 

Upon its approach, he will ſend out a Serjeant 
to make them halt, and deſire the commanding 
Officer, or any other, to come in to the Redout, 
from whom he will aſk the old and new Parole, 
and counterſign, the Orders he has to relieve 
him, &c, &c. And then inform him of every 
thing that he knows concerning the Enemy, 
the Peaſants, his own Communications, Patroles, 
&c. When this is ſettled, he will go through the 
uſual Parade Formalities of relieving, which 
are ſeldom attended to in War. He will then 
march his Detachment back to Camp, uling 


the ſame Precautions he obſerved in coming out. 
When he arrives in Camp, he will diſ- 
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miſs his Detachment, and Report to the General 
of the Day, not only every thing that has hap- 


pened, but his own Opinion upon what ſhould be 


done, for the greater Security of the Camp, in 
changing the ſituation of Poſts, &c. and even in 
attacking or ſurprizing the Enemy's Out- 
guards; though this is no Part of his Duty, yet it 


ſometimes happens that a Subaltern, who has. 


ſeen a great deal of Service, knows more of 
Military Affairs, than his Superior who is only 
making his firſt Campaign. 


2 CASE 


A Detachment of 80 Men is ordered to take Poſt 
where two croſs Roads meet. Fig. 2d. 


Mark upon the Ground a Square of 45 Feet 
each Side, ſo that where the Roads croſs will be 
near about the Center of it, then in the middle 
of each Side meaſure inwardly 10 Feet from f to 
e, drive 8 large Stakes into the corners a, e, 6, e, 
c, e, d, e. and mark a little Trench between 
them, which ſhews the inſide of this Redout ; 
the Banquet, Parapet, Ditch, Fraiſe and Abbatis 
will be ng more mentioned in the enſuing Pages, 

as 
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ir is underſtood they are always to be made as 
before explained. 


$. CASE 


A Detachment of 100 Men is ordered to take Poſt 
in the Front of a Wood, Fig. 3. 


Lay down the Square a, b, c, d, and upon one 
Side of it only, raiſe the upright e, f, on which 
meaſure off 10 Feet, then the Lines a, 6, c, e, d, 
will ſhew the inſide of the Parapet. 


4. CAS Ke 


A Detachment of 100 Men are ſo fituated in a Plain, 
that they cannot be ſoon nor eaſily ſupported. Fig. 4 


In a Situation of this kind, one ſhould take 
uncommon Pains in fortifying the Poſt, eſ- 
pecially if there 13 not Wood enough at hand 
to make an Abbatis, the Uſe of which is to 
prevent the Enemy from getting into the Ditch, 
to ſupply its Defect therefore, the Redout muſt 
be ſo contrived, that the greateſt Part of the 
Ditch may be flanked it's true the whole might 
be ſo, but that would require the Conſtructing 


of a regular Polygon, in place of which, we muſt 
D 2 be 
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be content with the following Method, as we 
have not ſuppoſed the Reader acquainted with 
Geometry. 

Meaſure off þ, c, upon the Ground 80 Feet, 
take two Cords of the ſame Length, make one 
end of one of them faſt at h, and one end of the 
Other at c, let rwo Men take each one of the looſe 
Ends, and march out towards the Front; if the 
Cords are equally ſtretched out, theſe two Men 
can meet at no other point in the Field, than the 
point a where a Mark muſt be made, and the 
Lines a, 4, b, c, and c, a, traced withBoughs, a, d, 
b, d, and c, d, muſt be 17 Feet each, and Per- 
pendiculars d, e, of 17 Feet muſt be laid upon 
the Ground, fo that à, e, d, c, e, d and 5, e, d, 
will ſnew the Inſide of the Parapet. 
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A Detachment of 60 Men are ordered to maintain 
the point of the Hill, Fig. 5. 


Lay down the Squarea, b, e, d, of 35 Feet each 
Side, and from the center e with a cord of 18 
Feet make the half Circle e, /, d. then a, 6, d. 


V e. will ſhew the Inſide of the Parapet. 
6. CASE, 
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6. A 8 Ee 


A Detachment of 80 Men is ordered to defend the 
Bridge, Fig 6. 


Lay down the Line d, e, of about 40 Feet, 
c, b, of 30, and a, b, of 10 Feet each, then will 


a, b, c, d, e, ſhew the Inſide of the Parapet which 
is to defend the Bridge. 
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A Detachment of 120 Men is ordered to defend a 
Village, Fig. 7. 


It is impoſſible to give particular Rules 
for defending a Village, as all depends upon 
its Situation, and the Materials that its Houſes 
conliſts of; yet if four ſtone Houſes can be 
found in it, ſo ſituated, that they flank one ano- 
ther as fig. 7. the Roofs ſhould be taken off 
if covered with Straw, and the Houſes cleared of 
all Combuſtibles, Loop-holes muſt be made in 
the Walls and Floor, the Stairs taken away, and 
Ladders only uſed, as the under Story muſt be 


abandoned during the Attack; the Avenues to 
theſe 
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Houſes muſt be filled with Waggons and Carty 
from which one Wheel is taken, and with the 
branches of Trees, &c. The mud Walls round 


the Gardens and ſome of the Houſes muſt be 
levelled, and the Hedges cleared, leſt they 
ſhelter or cover the Enemy from ſmall Arms, 
If however there is a Church in the Village I 
would reſtri& myſelt to the defence of it alone, 
by making an Abbatis round its Yard, and by 
poſting a ſufficient Number of Men in the 
upper Part of the Church and Belfrey. In 
Villages where we have not any of theſe 
Advantages, we muſt barricade the Streets, 
and raiſe Parapets of Earth, taking care always 
to keep a proper Communication betwixt the 
detached Parties; in ſhort as the Situation of 
Streets, Gardens and Walls in Villages are fo 
very different one from another, there is no 
giving Directions, without drawing many Plans, 
which at preſent I have not Leiſure to do, 
and ſhall now only give one general Rule, which 
is, that whether the Gardens, Houſes or Entries of 


Villages are to be defended, the Parties ſhould . 


be ſo poſted as to flank each other, and that a 
Communication ſhould be made from one to ano- 


ther, ſo that none may be cut off, 
A 
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8. CASE. 


A Detachment of 200 Men is to defend the Chateau 
a, round which there is a walled Cours b, c, 
d, e. Fig. 8. 


If the Enemy can bring Cannon to make « 


Breach, the firſt thing to be done is to ſtrengthen 
the Court Wall, by raiſing a Wall of Earth be- 
hind it, of 12 Feet thick, ſuch as g, , and then 
the Outſide of the Wall muſt be flanked, by rai- 


ſing Redouts of 12 Feet each Side, ſuch as 7, one 
of which covers the Gate &, which Redouts 


are entered by Doors cut out in the Wall of the 
Court and Caſtle. 


9. CASE. 


A Detachment of 50 Men is. ordered to defend a 
Houſe and Garden, Fig. 9+ 


If the Houſe alone is large enaugh to re- 
quire 5o Men to defend it, and the Garden 

. | Surrounded with a Wall, which is too extenſive 
to be defended by the Detachment, it muſt be 
levelled with the Ground, leſt the Enemy take 
poſſeſſion of it, and under its Cover keep on 
the 
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the Detachment a ſuperior Fire; then the 
firſt Flight of Stairs muſt be taken away, 
and Ladders made. uſe of in their Place, 
which are drawn up on the Enemies approach; 
till they enter the houſe they are fired upon from 
the Loop-holes in the Walls, and upon their 
entry into the Jower Story or Terre-plein, they 


are fired upon from the Loop-holes in the firſt 


Floor, under which they cannot long remain. 


160. 8. 


A Detachment of 100 Men is ordered to defend the 
Ford of a River, Fig. 10. 


Nothing in this caſe is required but a ſimple 
Parapet, not even a Ditch; bur Harrows muſt 
be got from the Neighbouring Villages, to put 
into the River, the Teeth uppermoſt; and where 
a ſufficiency cannot be had, branches of Trees, 
ſtript and well pointed, muſt be ſo placed as 
not to be ſcen above Water, and faſtened to the 
Bottom withPicquets, leſt the Stream carry them 
down; for in a ſituation of this kind, the only 
Misfortune that can happen to an Officer, is that 
of not being attacked, which muſt be the caſe 
it the Enemy knows how the Ford is cence 

C 


OO Eg . // — ͤ ͤ K 


( 25 ) 

t often happens that the chuſing of the Paſt, 
is committed to the Care of the Officer who 
commands the Detachment; in which cafe 
He ſhould firſt poſt the Videttes upon the 
moſt commanding points of view, and in ſych 
a manner, that the Enemy may not cut them off 
by ſurprize, under cover of a Hedge, Ravin, 
Wood, &c. When this is done; the Guard of 
Cavalry is poſted, near the Center of the Chain 
of Videttes, on a Spot in their Rear, ſo ſituated, 
that the Cavalry cannot be ſeen by the Enemy. 
It may ſeem ſtrange, that the Videttes ſhould be 
poſted before a place is choſe for the Cavalry 
Guard, but it muſt be remembered that ſmall 
parties of Cavalry are intended for ſpeedy in- 
telligence, and not for defence, when join'd 
with Infantry ; therefore their poſt will depend 
upon the points of Ground, moſt proper for 
placing Videttes, and till theſe points are fixed 
upon, it is improper to chuſe à Spot for their 
Guard. On the Contrary, as the Infantry are 
intended to be made uſe of, in maintaining ſome 
piece of Ground, their firſt care muſt be, the 
chuſing of a Spot, that is capable of being well 
fortified, and ſo ſituated, as to afford the Cavalry 
a Retreat, 
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For Example, an Officer is detached with 
100 Infantry, and 20 Cavalry, with orders, to 
chuſe his Poſt in front of a certain Village, upon 
any Spot of Ground he thinks molt proper, for 
defending the Road leading to that Village. 

After having paſſed the Village, he will na- 
turally ride forward with his Cavalry, obſerving 
the proper precautions; he will ſend ou: Patroles, 
to find out the Enemys neareſt Poſts; exa- 
mins all Roads, and even foot Paths, leading 
from tne Enemy, to the Army he belongs 
to; he will endeavour to learn from the Pea- 
{ants, every thing the Enemy has been doing, 
and forin conjectures, upon what their intentions 
may be; and think of nothing but his profeſſion, 
till reheved, 

! ſhall now ſuppoſe the Parroles returned, and 
that the commandingOfficer has wellreconnoitred 
the Ground, and that he has found a chain of 
points for his Videttes, from whence there 
are commanding Views; he will then eaſily 
find a Spot for his Cavalry Guard; which hav- 
ing done, he will chuſe, and fortify a Poſt for 
his Infantry, within ſight of his Cavalry Poſt, 
from whom he is to receive frequent Patroles, 
and liewile the Enemy? Deſeritrs, Jews N 2 

the 
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the moment they are found. If the Enemy 
advance ſtrong in Cavalry, ours muſt retire to 
the Infantry Poſt, from whence they will. retire 
towards Camp, ſhould the commanding Officer 
think it neceſſary, which I imagine will be the 
Caſe, as one ſhould be very delicate inriſqueing 
Cavalry to no purpoſe. 

If the Enemy advance ſtrong in Infantry only, 
the Cavalry Poſt will remain in the adjacent 
Country, harraſſing the Enemies Outparties. 

I muſt now add another caſe which hap- 
vened to an Officer of my acquaintance ; 
He was detached with 5o Men at about ; Miles 
from any aſſiſtance or ſupport; the Enemy 
had in that quarter, about ten Thouſand 
Men. The firſt day, he had only to do with 
Huſſars, againſt whom he eaſily maintained 
himſelf, by taking Poſt in the Front of a Wood. 
and at night changed his poſt ; it was fortunate 
for him he did fo, for the Enemy had ſent 


2 and Cavalry to ſurprize and cut him 
off. 


The ſecond Day, he was only alarm'd by 
the Huſſars Outpoſts, for the Enemy imagined 
he was retired to Camp, and before the General 
had received the Report of his continuing there, 

and 
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and in conſequence thereof, before their Infantry 
arrived at my friends Poſt, it became dark; 
and he had time to alter his Situation ; The 
third day there was a general movement, 


and the Country where he was, greatly re- 


inforced. I give this example only, to ſhew 
that it ſometimes may happen, that fortifying 


of Poſts is dangerous and of no conſequence- 
but as I ſaid at the beginning of this Eſſay, * If 
„the Poſt is ordered to be defended to the 


« laſt,” It cannot be too well fortified. 
I would here gladly add a few Words upon 


WinterCampaigns, making of falſe fires to deceive 
the Enemy, and prevent their ſurprizing the 
Troops at the real one, but I juftly fear the 
cenſure of American Officers, who from their 
long experience muſt treat this ſubject with the 


greateſt accuracy. 
As in writing theſe few Hints, my whole In- 


tention was to be of Service to young Ot- 
ficers, who have not yet ſeen Service, I 
cannot conclude it without adviſing them 
not to be carried away with the prejudices of pa- 


rade Officers, who look upon, as only eſſential, 
the Manual Exerciſe, the chequered firing, 


eoming down together, the talleſt Men compo- 
ſing 
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ſing the front Rank, the retreating by beat of 
Drum, as front Rank, make ready ! and 
many other Things equally uſeleſs ; for they 


will find that real Diſcipline conſiſts in mak 
ing the Men fire with the greateſt exactneſs at a 


Mark; in being accuſtomed to march daily 
through Woods, Rivers, Ravins, and over Hills 
and Dales, in meſling regularly, in being ſober 
and clean, and in obeying implicitely the Or- 
ders of their Officers, who rhey will be taught to 
reſpect, by ſeeing them very frequently, and al- 
ways willing to teach them their Duty, and rea- 
dy to puniſh their Faults. 
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to which is added a Succeſſion of Colonels, for 1766. 
Price 3s. with an Almanack, and 2s. 6d. without 

$ Muller's Syſtem of Mathematicks, Fortification, En- 
gincering, Artillery, &c. about 200 Cuts, 7 vols in 6, 
21. 6s. or any volume ſeparate 

o Regimental and Recruiting Fooks | 

10 Returns Weekly, Monthly, and General, Diſcharges, 
Furloughs, Atteftations, EC. 

11 The Manual Exerciſe with Explanations, as ordered 
by his Majeſty 

12 New Prufhan Field Regulations for Foot, 4to 75. 6d. 

1; Pettiver's moſt copious Syſtem of Natural Hiſtory, 
containing ſeveral thouſand Figures on above 300 large 
Folio Copper Plates, 61. 6s- 

14 Dillenius's general Hiſtory of land and water moſſes 
and Corals, containing aboye a thouſand Figures on 
85 Royal 4to. Copper Plates, 11. 6s. 

15 Columella's Huſbandry, by Gibſon, 4to. 145. 

16 Langley's Gothic Architecture, 138. 

17 Treaſury of Deſigns, 188. 

18 Signals and Flags of all Nations, gs. 

ly Peerage of Great Britain and Ireland, iI. 

20 The Horſe Guards, Eaſt and Welt fronts with a plan of 
de whole Puilding from the Deſign of Mr. Kent taken 
by Mr. Milton, Engraved in the moſt beautiful manner 
by Mr. Foudrinier on 3 large Folio plates printed on 
fine Imperial and Royal Writing Paper. 

21 All Shell and other Fiſh both Salt and Freſh Water, 

brought to Britiſh Markets, with the Times of their be- 
ing in ſeaſon, from the original Paintings of Mr. Van- 
taken Engraved on 9 full Roval ſhee: Copper Plates. 


24 Major Rocers's Conciſe Account of North America, 
particularly of the Interior Country, never before fg 
Accurately and Minutely deſcribed by any Author 
price 5s. 

25 Major Rocess's Journal of the late War in North 


America, 5s. 
Both the above Works, which abound vith Uſeful 


Information, and Agreeable Entertainment, are in the 
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Artificial Fireworks 


Improved to the Modern Practice, from the 
minuteſt to their higheſt branches, Contain- 
ing, Aigrettes, Amber-lights, Balloons, Bat- 
terics, Chineſe-Fire Ships, Cohorns, Cones, 
Crackers, Caſcades, Dodecadrons, Ducks, 
Earthquakes, Flights, Flyers, Fountains, 
Gerbes, Globes, Gold-rain, Grand Vo- 
lutes, Leaders, Lights, Matches, Mortars, 
Morons, Moons, Neptunes-Chariot, Potts, 
Pumps, Rain-falls, Rockets, Sea-Fights, 
Silver-rain, Spur-fire, Squibs, Stars, Sky- 
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billons, Trees, Water-fire-works, Wheels, 
Yew-Trees, with all their Ingredients, Pre- 
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figures, beautifully Engraved on Copper Plates. 
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